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&  S I S T E R

s p e c u l at i v e  d e s i g n  has its challenges. An architect has to imagine what a 

future client would want simply based on the vibe of the location. In Simon Storey’s 

case, the spec project was for the hip, yet somewhat bucolic, Mt. Washington area 

of LA. Which means new residential structures should be modern and efficient 

in form, but also environmentally and aesthetically respectful of the surrounding 

rugged beauty. The award-winning architect also had to contend with building two 

houses on a limited lot size. 

T R U E  T O  F O R M

B R O T H E R
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ARCHITECT 
Simon Storey,  

Anonymous Architects

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
Ara Simonian,  

ATS Engineering, 
Glendale, California

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Armex Construction

PROJECT TYPE 
family home for two families

CLIENT 
built on spec

LOCATION 
Mt. Washington, Los Angeles, 

California

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Steve King, Los Angeles

But Storey managed to factor in all those 

design considerations… and then some. 

The result is Brother & Sister, a matching 

pair of beautiful cedar-clad cubes with large 

bay windows that provide expansive views 

of the San Gabriel mountain range. The 

homes are warm, contemporary and, true  

to form, energy efficient.  

“I’m always interested in producing a 

house as efficiently as possible and also 

making that house efficient to live in for 

the future,” explains Storey, principal at 

Anonymous Architects.“The selection of 

materials and the compact form all help 

achieve this. I also built the homes into  

the hillside, which will have a regulating 

effect on the interior air temperature  

and humidity.”

For siding, he opted for a knotty grade 

of Western Red Cedar, as opposed to a 

pristine clear grade.
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“I specified knotty wood because part of the reason we used 

wood in the first place was to integrate the houses into a natural 

and wild environment,” he says. “The extra character that the knots 

provide helps to achieve this design goal. It looks exactly how  

I envisioned.” 

And if the exterior’s not exactly how the future occupants 

envisioned, Storey’s not worried. After all, nothing is set in stone  

with nature’s most versatile building material.

I’VE ALWAYS LOVED THE 
AESTHETICS OF CEDAR &  
IN ADDITION TO THAT,  
IT IS TERMITE RESISTANT.

Simon Storey, A I A

G R O U N D  L E V E L

1.	 hall
2.	 bedroom 
3.	 bedroom
4.	 bathroom
5.	 covered deck
6.	 mechanical
7.	 bathroom
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The natural finish of the 
exterior WRC complements  
the rugged beauty of the  
Mt. Washington area.

K E E P I N G  I T  R E A L 

“Western Red Cedar has a maintenance schedule that 

the owner can choose,” explains Storey. “For example, the 

owner could maintain the finished facade, or just leave it to 

weather naturally to a beautiful silver patina. I like that there 

are options here — for both the future of how the buildings 

will age and also staining and aesthetic options when the 

wood is first installed.” 

SIZE 
1 x 4 v-joint

APPLIED FINISH 
clear water based/hybrid oil

FASTENING 
blind nailed

GRADE 
KD Select Knotty

W E S T E R N  R E D  C E D A R 
S P E C I F I C AT I O N S
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w h e n s n o w k r e i l i c h a r c h i t e c t s  a n d r ya n a+e t e a m e d u p  
to design the CHS Field, the goal was to create the greenest ballpark in America. 

Which they accomplished by incorporating an aggressive storm water management 

system, installing a record-sized solar array and building the new structure on 

crushed concrete made from the demolition of the existing building. 

I N T I M AT E LY  N E S T E D  W I T H I N  T H E  O L D

C H S  F I E L D
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ARCHITECT 
Ryan A+E, Inc. 

Snow Kreilich Architects

SPORTS ARCHITECT 
AECOM

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
Ericksen Roed & Associates

DESIGN BUILDER 
Ryan Companies US, Inc.

PROJECT TYPE 
ballpark

CLIENT 
City of Saint Paul  

& The St. Paul Saints

LOCATION 
Saint Paul, Minnesota

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Paul Crosby Architectural 

Photography & Christy 
Radecic Photography

The awarding-winning design firms also 

put a lot of focus on respecting the 

historical designation of the area, providing 

spectators with additional views of the 

surrounding bluffs, and of course, setting 

the stage for the notoriously carnival-like 

atmosphere of St. Paul Saints games.

Once again, mission accomplished. 

Interestingly though, the greatest attention-

grabbing feature of this design is not  

their ingenuity, but rather their choice in 

building material. 

“By far and away, the Western Red 

Cedar ceilings at the ballpark are the 

most talked about aspect of the park,” 

says Andrew Dull, lead designer of CHS 

Field. “Most ballparks have a utilitarian 

expression: exposed structural steel, metal 

decks or concrete is the typical experience. 

So using Western Red Cedar for the entire 

ceiling brings an intimacy and warmth that is 

unique to ballparks.” 
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In their search for a natural, sustainable,  

low-maintenance building material, they considered 

other woods. But none seemed to possess the deep 

richness of WRC’s celebrated colors. 

“We looked at Douglas Fir, but found the warmth 

of Western Red Cedar to be more appropriate than the 

yellow hues of Douglas Fir, and the client agreed,” says 

Dull. “Also, although not forested in Minnesota, cedar 

is common to the area and has a local feel that the 

community can more easily relate to.”

Western Red 
Cedar helps set 
the stage for the 
theatrical vibe that 
Saints games are 
renowned for.

B A L L P A R K 
B E A U T Y

Furthermore, as Dull explains, the look and feel of 

WRC doesn’t just suit the surrounding area, but the 

game itself. 

“There is something about the Western Red Cedar 

that feels appropriate to baseball — the natural quality 

of it ties to the leather of the baseballs and gloves, the 

red picks up the red clay of the fields and, of course, 

the wood of the bats.” 

SIZE 
1 x 6 T&G

APPLIED FINISH 
clear

FASTENING 
blind nailed

GRADE 
KD Clear Heart VG

W E S T E R N  R E D  C E D A R 
S P E C I F I C AT I O N S
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THE CHARACTER, CONTRAST, 
DYNAMISM & SCALE OF THE 
WESTERN RED CEDAR CEILING 
MAKES IT THE DEFINING & 
MOST MEMORABLE FEATURE  
OF THE BALLPARK. 

Mike Ryan, A I A 
L E E D  A P,  P R E S I D E N T,  R Y A N  A + E ,  I N C .

The T&G WRC on the exterior 
and interior is spaced to allow 
for acoustic control.

S C I E N C E  O F  S O U N D
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d u e t o u p d at e d f i r e  r e g u l at i o n s in Kobe City, the days of cramming 

randomly designed wooden houses right next to each other are long gone. 

Consequently, the 2,000-year-old town has lost some of its original character.  

But Tadashi Suga is trying to change all that with his beautiful  

Takeno Nursery School ( たけの保育園 ). 

M O D E R N ,  O L D - W O R L D  C H A R M

T A K E N O
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ARCHITECT 
Tadashi Suga

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
Tadashi Suga

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Yoshikawa-gumi

PROJECT TYPE 
nursery school

CLIENT 
Kenichi Ohama

LOCATION 
Kobe City, Japan

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Yoshiharu Matsumura

Though much more innovative and spacious 

than the architecture of yesteryear, his 

design does bring back a little of that 

old-world charm with the help of natural 

building materials.

“I’m hoping that this humble attempt 

of ours will help remind the people in this 

community of the beauty of wood and 

more will follow us,” says Suga, an  award-

winning architect.

Of course, Suga couldn’t apply just any 

old species of wood to this project. In order 

to keep his design up to code, he needed 

a top-performing wood with a low flame 

spread rating. And in order to keep his 

design aesthetically pleasing, he needed  

a versatile wood that could honor his desire 

to revive the area’s historical vibe, as well 

as his client’s desire to build an inspired 

modern space.
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WESTERN RED CEDAR SYMBOLIZES  
EVERYTHING NATURAL & REFLECTS  
THE CLIENT’S COMMITMENT  TO  
QUALITY SERVICE. Tadashi Suga, A R C H I T E C T

Kobe City tots get a new daycare that pays homage  
to the area’s long lost love of wood design. 

N AT U R A L  R E V I V A L
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Suga chose Western Red Cedar siding, and it wasn’t a decision he took lightly. 

“I was very careful in selecting the material, as the external wall is an important 

part of the building that determines people’s first impression,” he explains.  

“It turned out that cedar’s texture was ideal for the neighborhood landscape.  

The owner, as well as the neighbors, are happy with the outcome.” 

SIZE 
18mm thick T&G

APPLIED FINISH 
transparent stain

FASTENING 
stainless steel fasteners

GRADE 
KD Select Knotty

W E S T E R N  R E D  C E D A R 
S P E C I F I C AT I O N S

The texture and beauty of 
Select Knotty cedar siding 
proved a hit with owner  
and neighbors. 

C O N T E N T  C L I E N T S

G R O U N D  L E V E L

1.	 road 
2.	 entrance
3.	 office
4.	 reception office
5.	 passage
6.	 room
7.	 garden
8.	 washroom
9.	 room
10.	 car park

7
11.	 washroom
12.	 playroom
13.	 washroom
14.	 sandpit
15.	 stage
16.	 storage
17.	 locker room
18.	 stairs
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M A L L

a f t e r s ta n d i n g u p t o e x t r e m e c l i m at e s  high atop the rugged Rockies 

for more than 43 years, Big Sky Ski Resort Mountain Mall was due for a facelift. So 

the owners of this gathering, dining and shopping hub reached out to Centre Sky 

Architecture to do an extensive exterior remodel. Suffice it to say, the main focus of 

this particular project was selecting the right siding for the job.

L O N G  L A S T I N G  R E F I N E M E N T

M O U N T A I N
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ARCHITECT 
Centre Sky Architecture, Ltd

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
Nishkian Monks 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
RMR Group

PROJECT TYPE 
commercial / resort

CLIENT 
Big Sky Resort 

LOCATION 
Big Sky Ski & Summer Resort, 

Big Sky, Montana 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Ryan Day Thompson

Considering the site’s elevation, they needed a building material durable 

enough to bear the brunt of all types of weather. And since the structure itself 

is so expansive, they needed a beautiful material that could cover large areas 

without cupping or warping.

In the end, the environmentally conscious firm went with nature’s most 

versatile building material: Western Red Cedar.

“By choosing cedar, we knew we were choosing a renewable resource that 

is long lasting compared to some of the other local wood options,” explains 

Jamie Daugaard, principal at Centre Sky Architecture. “We also knew it would 

not be sourced from across the world.”
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For this extensive exterior remodel,  
the right siding was everything. 

R E - S K I N N I N G  R E N O V AT I O N

To accent the cedar, Centre Sky Architecture 

used bonderized 26 gauge 16” ultra-batten vertical 

steel panels for bump-outs. The combo created an 

interesting partnership of texture, shadows and color. 

While the results speak for themselves, as Daugaard 

points out, exploring cedar’s versatility like this is a 

more contemporary approach to siding than architects 

usually take in these parts. 

“In our area of Montana, the use of wood is usually 

in a very rustic application,” says Daugaard, adding, 

“but we decided to use wood in a ‘Mountain Modern’ 

application, giving the original old structure a new, 

refined look.” 
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WE DIDN’T NEED TO 
PAINT THE WOOD AS THE 
NATURAL APPEARANCE OF 
WESTERN RED CEDAR IS 
STUNNING AS IS.

Jamie Daugaard, A I A
N C A R B ,  L E E D  A P

Western Red Cedar siding 
combined with steel panels 
creates a contemporary 
interplay of texture, shadows 
and colors.

M O U N T A I N  M O D E R N 

SIZE 
1 x 8 channel siding, 

1” random width S1S2E boards

APPLIED FINISH 
semi-transparent stain 

FASTENING 
stainless steel siding nails

GRADE 
KD Select Knotty

W E S T E R N  R E D  C E D A R 
S P E C I F I C AT I O N S



THE 9 TH VOLUME OF THE CEDAR BOOK PROFILES  STUNNING  

AND AWARD-WINNING ARCHITECTURE FROM INSPIRED 

ARCHITECTS AROUND THE WORLD.  THESE ARCHITECTS 

CONTINUE A  TRADITION THAT STARTED CENTURIES  AGO  

WHEN THE NATIVE  PEOPLES  OF  THE PACIFIC  NORTHWEST 

RECOGNIZED THE VALUE OF  USING THIS  UNIQUE WOOD SPECIES .



Western Red Cedar’s natural durability, characteristics 

and versatility made it the preferred choice for building 

ocean-going canoes and post-and-beam houses and 

lodges. Today’s discerning architects and builders 

enhance their projects with this stunning, versatile  

and sustainable building material. Nature still knows 

best. Despite all efforts at imitation, no man-made 

product can match the beauty, performance and 

longevity of Western Red Cedar — something that  

this book, as well as the RealCedar.com online  

gallery, undoubtedly illustrates.

Western Red Cedar is one of nature’s truly 

remarkable materials. It produces fewer greenhouse 

gases, generates less water and air pollution, requires 

less energy to produce than alternatives, and comes 

from a renewable and sustainable resource. More than 

ever before, we must find ways to reduce the pressure 

on our planet’s environment and finite resources.

By choosing products with a light carbon footprint 

and by reducing waste, we can have a real impact 

on climate change now, and into the future. As part 

of their commitment to transparency, Western Red 

Cedar Lumber Association producer members all have 

Environmental Product Declarations available for siding 

and decking products.

We hope this book will inspire you to consider 

Western Red Cedar for your next project. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST 

IN WESTERN RED CEDAR.
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Contact the Western Red Cedar Lumber Association via RealCedar.com and we will be glad to assist.  
Or download the free Real Cedar app, available on the Apple App Store for iOS and at Google Play for Android.

Need help selecting, specifying or sourcing the right Western Red Cedar product? 






